CHAPTER   XIII
LEADER OF  THE CONGRESS
1889-1890
THE national organization brought into existence in Bombay in
1885 by the labours of a handful of patriots, had lived through four
eventful years. Ushered into the world under the happiest of
auspices, its growing activities soon created suspicion and alarm in
the minds of Englishmen, official and non-official, and the Congress
became an object of abuse and ridicule, showered upon it with an
extravagance which defeated its own object. The movement spread
far and wide, and speedily gathered strength and influence in every
part of the country. The modest number of 72 delegates, who had
gathered at Bombay in 1885, had mounted up to 412 the year after,
and had shown a progressive rise. Besides securing a numerous fol-
lowing, the Congress, under the inspiring leadership of Mr. Hume,
had started active propaganda work in every town and district. Two
of the pamphlets issued by it had arrested widespread attention,
appealing as they did both in manner and matter to the popular
imagination. These proceedings aroused bitter hostility, and Anglo-
India and officialdom, and the Press which represented them, started
an active campaign of misrepresentation and vilification.
When the Congress met at Allahabad in 1888, it did so in an
atmosphere of bitterness and strife. The Reception Committee had
great difficulty in finding a site, and it was only when a private
mansion with extensive grounds was secured through the patriotic
efforts of a certain nobleman, that the Congress was able to over-
come the obstructions placed in its way. But this was not all. An
anti-Congress propaganda had been started, led, unfortunately, by
that distinguished Mohamedan, Sir Syed Ahmed, and supported
chiefly, as Mr. Eardley Norton put it, by an "array of illiterate
knights and rajahs, who atone for their defective education by tbe
violence of their expletives."
Authoritative official condemnation was not wanting, either. In a
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